Hypercalcemia in carcinoma of the breast without evidence of bone destruction: beneficial effect of hormonal therapy.
A premenopausal woman with soft tissue metastases from a carcinoma of the breast developed hypercalcemia with hypophosphatemia, reduced tubular reabsorption of phosphate, elevated urinary cyclic AMP levels and normal serum PTH levels was observed. Hormonal therapy with testosterone followed by tamoxifen induced normalization of her serum calcium concomitant with the disappearance of the pleural effusion and reduction in the size of her lung metastases. The correlation between the efficacy of antitumor treatment on pleural effusion, lung metastases, and normalization of serum calcium, as well as the elevated PTH level in the pleural effusion, suggest that this breast carcinoma secreted a PTH-like substance.